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1. FRG DEFMIN LEBER CALLED ON ME OCTOBER 24 AT HIS 
URGENT INITIATIVE TO DISCUSS THE MATTER OF US ARMS AND 
MILITARY MATERIALS DELIVERIES TO ISRAEL FROM THE US 
ACTIVITIES IN THIS REGARD THE PREVIOUS EVENING, AND 
THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD NOT INFORMED HIM OF ANY 
PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER AND 
STATE SECRETARY. IT BECAME CLEAR TO ME AT THE OUTSET 
OF THE CONVERSATION THAT LEBER'S INFORMATION EVEN THEN 
WAS FAIRLY LIMITED. I THEREFORE BRIEFED HIM FULLY ON 
MY OCTOBER 16 DISCUSSION WITH SCHEEL AND MY OCTOBER 23 
DISCUSSION WITH FRANK. 

2. LEBER WAS EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR THIS INFORMATION. 

HE HAD ONLY LEARNED OF THE US ACTIONS WHEN INFORMED LAST 
NIGHT ABOUT DIFFICULTIES WHICH ISRAELI SHIPS WERE 
EXPERIENCING IN BREMERHAVEN WITH REGARD TO THE LOADING 
OF AMMUNITION DESTINED FOR ISRAEL. 

3. LEBER THEN CAME TO THE OBVIOUS POINT OF HIS CALL. 

SECRET 
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HE SAID THAT HAD HE KNOWN OF THE US ACTIONS HE WOULD 
HAVE MADE PUBLIC HIS STRONG SUPPORT FOR OUR ASSISTANCE 
TO ISRAEL. HE ASSUMED THAT THE LACK OF COORDINATION 
BETWEEN THE FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MINISTRIES STEMMED FROM 
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THE FACT THAT MANY IN THE FOREIGN OFFICE, CONCERNED 

OVER THE ARAB OIL LEVERAGE ON THE FRG, WERE AWARE OF 

LEBER'S OWN STRONG PRO-ISRAELI SENTIMENTS. HE SAID HE 

WOULD BE INTERESTED IN LEARNING WASHINGTON'S REACTION 

TO FRANK'S OCTOBER 23 DEMARCHE TO ME. IF 

THE US DECIDED IT WISHED TO CONTINUE SUPPLYING ISRAEL 

WITH ARMS AND EQUIPMENT FROM US DEPOTS IN GERMANY, 

LEBER WISHED TO BE INFORMED SO THAT HE COULD DO WHAT HE 

COULD TO WIN SUPPORT FOR OUR POSITION BY THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. HE RECOGNIZED 

THAT, IN THE LIGHT OF THE SECOND CEASE-FIRE, THIS WHOLE 

SITUATION MIGHT TAKE ON A NEW COMPLEXION WHICH 

MADE FURTHER SUPPLIES FROM THE FRG UNNECESSARY. 

4. COMMENT: LEBER WAS OBVIOUSLY EXTREMELY IRRITATED 
BY THE FOREIGN OFFICE'S NONCOORDINATION OF ITS POSITION 
WITH THE DEFENSE MINISTRY. HIS APPARENTPIQUE COMBINED 
WITH HIS WELL-KNOWN PRO-ISRAELI STANCE UNDOUBTEDLY LED 
TO HIS URGENT VISIT. WHETHER HE CAN BRING THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT AROUND TO ACCEPT HIS POSITION IS OF COURSE 
ANOTHER THING. HE PERSONALLY SEEMED PREPARED TO DO 
WHATEVER HE COULD TO SUPPORT THE US AND ISRAEL. 

5. MY OWN IMPRESSION IS THAT LEBER WILL MAKE A SINCERE 
EFFORT ON BEHALF OF DELIVERIES TO ISRAEL IF WE ARE PRE- 
PARED TO HAVE HIM PUSH THINGS HARD WITH THE CHANCELLERY 
AND FOREIGN MINISTRY. HIS FIGHT MAY NOT BE AS EASY AS 

HE THINKS, HOWEVER, SINCE THE FRG CONCERN OVER OIL SUP 
PLIES IS OBVIOUSLY A MATTER OF SERIOUS SIGNIFICANCE, 

AND HE MAY FIND THAT THE CHANCELLOR WOULD NOT SUPPORT 
HIM. 

HILLENBRAND 

SECRET 
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